
Minor Living Arrangement:
Payments/Agency Rules

State

Minor parent in adult supervised
 setting is automatically considered  

When minor parent receives own

Teen directly 

assistance, cash grant is given to:
TANF agency issued 
rules on minor living 

arrangementTeen's parent Supervisory adult Other "head of household"

Totals 

Yes

No

 44

 4 14  20  10

Yes

No

 20

 30

 2 --

34

Alabama No --

Arizona
Married teens: if living with parent, payee is either the teen 
parent or the teen parent's parent; if living on own, teen is 
payee.  Unmarried teens: if living with parent, payee is 
either teen parent or teen parent's parent; if living with adult 
relative non-parent, teen parent is not eligible unless adult is 
determined needy. Teen parent is then included in adult's 
assistance unit and adult is payee.

No Yes

Arkansas No Yes

California
Aid is paid to minor only if adult refuses to act as payee.

No Yes

Colorado No Yes

Connecticut Yes Yes

Delaware No Yes

Dist of Columbi No Yes
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Florida
"A protective payee when possible."

Yes No

Georgia
If there is a question about a teen's ability to manage funds, 
the grant might go to an adult.

Yes Yes

Hawaii No No

Idaho Yes Yes

Illinois
The parent or guardian is asked to be payee of the grant.  If 
they refuse, the teen gets her own grant.  Independently 
living teen parents always get their own grants.

Yes Yes

Indiana
In cases where teen is exempt from living arrangement 
requirement, the teen receives the grant.  A minor parent 
may independently receive a TANF check (via a protective 
payee) as the eligible caretaker for his child when the minor 
parent is not a mandatory member of an existing assistance 
unit.

Yes Yes

Iowa Yes Yes

Kansas No Yes

Kentucky No Yes

Louisiana
The grant is given to a parent or supervisory adult unless 
the minor parent is in a group living arrangement or 
maternity home and will not return to a parent, guardian, or 
relative after her child is born.

No Yes
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Maine
Vouchers

No Yes

Maryland Yes Yes

Massachusetts Yes Yes

Michigan No --

Minnesota
Protective payment, where possible, to other adult relative 
or to the adult supervised supportive living arrangement.  
Otherwise, given to minor parent as regular grant.

Yes Yes

Mississippi
Protective payee

No Yes

Missouri No Yes

Montana
The grant may--but does not always--go directly to a teen 
living with a non-parent adult.  For a teen living with a 
parent, the grant goes to the parent.

No Yes

Nebraska No No

Nevada
Given to the teen directly in not living with parent or 
supervisory adult.

No Yes

New Hampshir
Protective payee if teen is incapable of handling financial 
matters.

Yes Yes

New Jersey No Yes
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New Mexico
Given to the teen directly only if (s)he is living independently

No Yes

New York
Preference is to the parent or supervisory adult.

No Yes

North Carolina
Payment goes to the adult with whom minor lives or to a 
protective payee if living independently

No Yes

North Dakota
Protective payee

No Yes

Ohio No Yes

Oklahoma Yes Yes

Oregon No Yes

Pennsylvania No Yes

Rhode Island Yes Yes

South Carolina
Any of the above, depending on the case

Yes No

South Dakota
Protective payee

Yes Yes

Tennessee No Yes

Texas Yes Yes

Utah Yes Yes
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Vermont Yes Yes

Virginia
"When a minor parent and her dependent child are required 
to live with the minor parent's parent or person standing in 
loco parentis, then AFDC must be paid in the form of 
protective payment to the parent or person standing in loco 
parentis."

Yes Yes

Washington
Rebuttable presumption that a minor is unable to handle 
funds and must have a protective payee.

No Yes

West Virginia Yes Yes

Wisconsin No Yes

Wyoming No Yes

Page 5 of 5State Policy Documentation Project       February 1999 


